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particular acquaintance.    The enemy have also lost in the same way.
I am, I)r Sir,
Yours sincerely,
WILL HBTH.* Col. LAMB.
The enemy, after the capture of Forts Montgomery, and Clinton, sent a flag to Fort Constitution, with summons to surrender. Capt. Molt, who commanded there, with a handful of artificers, fired on the flag, and refused to treat. He had resolved on evacuating the place, which he did on the same night, and drew off his inen.f The enemy now pushed up a force of two thousand men, and landing below the fort, they marched into its unoccupied walls, without any opposition.!
Some of the, histories seem to consider the evacuation of Fort Constitution, as unadvised, and precipitate*. Probably deceived by the hardihood of the garrison, in firing upon the flag,they imagined that the place was well garrinoned, ami defensible. This is a mistake; it was a mere laboratory, as the following letters from the Commander will manifest:
FOET CONSTITUTION, 31 Aug., 1777. Dear Colonel:
I am obliged to go to Fort Montgomery to-morrow morning, when I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you. Lieut Ashtori is just arrived, and as he is unwell, I nave laid my commands upon him, not to leave thin post without my consent; you'll be kind enough to excuse thin, and I will produce him to you in the morning.
Our men are continually on'guard, that in threw relieves* I should be happy in the command of this pout,, if the General would see it proper to fifty men more, without which reinforcement, our smiths must stand still in four days. If this reinforcement should be sent, we could burn the eoal necessary; furnish the fatigue parties, and keep the necessary guards; though I humbly conceive seventy-two ought to be
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